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Dear  

Re: Proposed development at Edwin Richards Quarry, Rowley Regis, West Midlands, B65 9DS 
 
Friends of Rowley Hills was formed to raise public awareness of the special natural and 
historical/cultural heritage of the open spaces on the Rowley Hills, and to recruit members who will 
unite to protect, enhance and preserve the natural resources of the area for scientific, recreational and 
educational purposes for the benefit of everyone and the enhancement of the local environment.   
 
To this end, it is essential that everyone should be aware of the implications of current proposals to 
develop the Edwin Richards Quarry as reported in local newspaper articles and information from the 
developers FCC Environment, which can be found at http://www.fccenvironment.co.uk/edwin-richards-
quarry .  Sandwell Council has approved the outline application for FCC to proceed with their 30-year 
plan and the existing facilities on the quarry site will be expanded to create a huge waste management 
facility.  Experts from FCC have said the quarry poses health and safety management issues in its 
current state due to unacceptable gas emissions from parts of the site which have already been filled 
with household waste, and indicate that these must be removed and replaced with more inert soils.  
Their intention was “to liaise with the local community to ensure they are capturing the views of the 
people who live close to the quarry”, and their long-term aim is to provide “safe and accessible open 
space which reflects the local community’s needs and aspirations”.  The construction of more than 280 
homes on the southern part of the site is the first phase of development, to be followed by another 200 
houses on the northern area when recycling operations have ceased at some point in the distant future. 
 
A statement on the front page of the Dudley Chronicle dated 9 July 2015 says “homes could be built by 
the beginning of the next decade but the overall project to fill in the quarry would take up to 30 years.”  
Friends of Rowley Hills and other partners and stakeholders concerned with this special area have 
made representations about this site in the past and now want to be ensured about the details of any 
such schemes and how they will protect, enhance and create access to the special heritage that exists 
there.  In the first instance clearly there are concerns about what will happen to the enormous amount 
of decomposing household waste which is to be removed according to this article; if it is transported 
from the site, by what method and where would it be relocated?  We need assurances that the 
expanded Waste Management Facility, its overall import of new wastes, and the levels to which the site 
will be filled carry no health implications to local residents and natural heritage, regardless of what 
would be used to fill in the site. 
 

FRIENDS OF ROWLEY HILLS 

 
[TYPE THE SENDER COMPANY ADDRESS] 

http://www.fccenvironment.co.uk/edwin-richards-quarry
http://www.fccenvironment.co.uk/edwin-richards-quarry
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From these current reports we are worried that despite earlier presentations it seems that little or no 
consideration has been given/taken into the planning for these sites within the wider picture, and the 
fact that the Rowley Hills has special features relating to our heritage and key association with Britain’s 
Industrial Revolution. We assert that many features and the natural environments within Edwin 
Richards Quarry are very special and worthy of preservation for future generations as a unique Black 
Country asset showing the scale and efforts of the local quarrying communities, and that the quarry is a 
key asset within the Black Country Global Geopark application. It is a place where we can access the 
ancient past, and it demonstrates natural re-colonisation of a man-made feature. In delving into the 
earth, special places were created here which are globally unique and internationally important.  The 
whole site has a high educational value and with appropriate management and investment it would 
complement other local tourist attractions such as Bumble Hole, Wren’s Nest National Nature Reserve, 
Sandwell Valley Country Park and the Black Country Museum.  It is home to nesting Peregrine Falcons 
and numerous invertebrates and plant life, and forms part of a vital wildlife corridor linking Portway Hill, 
Dudley Golf Course, Warrens Hall, Bumble Hole and the Black Country canal system. 
 
We feel that it is very important to get the balance of the development right here.  Any future operations 
must be undertaken in a sensitive manner with the wider picture in mind, and given the potential health 
risks involved in major earthworks once again happening at this site we would want to know that the 
views and consensus of appropriate experts in scientific engineering and heritage fields have been 
obtained, before any detailed design and project plan is agreed for this most sensitive and special 
place.   
 
Any perception that Edwin Richards Quarry is being treated as a convenient dumping ground for waste 
from near and far that could result in thousands of lorries entering and leaving the site over the next 30 
years, with all the dust, noise and potential cross-contamination of the local environment of thousands 
of local residents, would be significantly damaging to the reputation of the council, its councillors, its 
planners and other specialists at a time when the Black Country is raising its game on an international 
stage for the special nature of its landscape and its unique heritage on a global scale. Short-term 
construction projects with long-term environmental impacts such as schemes like the housing part of 
this application, could irreparably damage the heritage and seriously compromise the whole global 
Geopark bid, if not carried out in a properly consulted and appropriately designed way. 
 
This site is also a keystone of the ambitions for these landmark basalt hills to become a Country Park –
“The Rowley Hills Country Park”.  This Country Park would form a highlight within a network of geosites 
across the Black Country Global Geopark, and provide a central viewpoint focus of a long distance 
footpath crossing the Geopark. The development of the Edwin Richards site can, if handled carefully, 
meet both the housing needs and become a route to motivation of local people delivering something for 
their wellbeing and that of others who will ultimately live there, and attract local, national and 
international visitors who will come to explore the Geopark and its special heritage features.   
 
This can only be realised if any development is properly designed and controlled.  It appears from these 
press reports that an outline permission is in place.  It is therefore essential and a very appropriate time 
to get involved in ensuring that the detailed design, layout and any conditions necessary to protect and 
enhance the site are demanded of the planning authority, and that those who should be, are consulted 
for their views. 
 
The Black Country Global Geopark is a project of huge significance to the whole of the Black Country 
both in terms of reputation, quality of local environment and economy.  Key assets such as the Rowley 
Hills are its lifeblood and need to be cared for and developed sensitively, with the wider implications for 
the joint Black Country needs at heart.  We believe that nothing should be done in haste or for 
convenience that could jeopardise this application and by default a future lifeline for the economy of the 
Black Country.  
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The Black Country Global Geopark is an initiative that has been carefully developed over 10 years to 
position the Black Country Boroughs on a world stage for heritage and landscapes of unique character.  
For more information on this visit the website at http://www.blackcountrygeopark.org.uk/ .  The project 
was formally launched on Saturday 11th July 2015 and a new introductory brochure outlining the basics 
of the scheme is now available. 
 
Further information can be found in articles such as that recently published in Tripwire magazine - Issue 
76 - May/June 2013. Much of what is written is highly relevant to the Edwin Richards Quarry site (see 
attached addendum). 
 
Given all of the points raised and suggestions outlined above, we hope that you will give our concerns 
due consideration, and ensure that the special and unique natural and historical/cultural heritage of the 
Rowley Hills as a whole is taken into account throughout the process of redeveloping the Edwin 
Richards Quarry. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Jayne Wilkinson     Mike Poulton 
Chair       Vice Chair 
Friends of Rowley Hills    Friends of Rowley Hills 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter @RowleyFriends,  
like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrowleyhills    
or find us at www.friendsofrowleyhills.org/. 
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Addendum 
 
Tripwire Magazine – Issue 76 – May/June 2013 
 
‘The Black Country has very rich geological and mining heritage, many aspects of which are world 
class and enjoy international scientific accolade. This is not perhaps often appreciated locally and sadly 
its potential to contribute to the local pride, image and local economy of the Black Country is so far 
largely unrealised.  
 
The Black Country Study identified that the quality of the environment and the stereotypical negative 
urban industrial image of the Black Country are significant obstacles to positive and sustainable 
change. These are seen to influence the low sense of worth and wellbeing of those who live and work 
here and also compromise the potential for inward investment. Widespread changes in attitude both 
inside the area and outside the area are therefore essential and the geodiversity of this unique area 
could be a key element in starting that process of positive change. 
 
This unique heritage is the product of nature and man’s labours. The Black Country and Birmingham 
formed the world’s first industrial conurbation in which many huge strides forward in technologies and 
scientific discoveries occurred. Nature’s part in this was to endow the Black Country with a richness of 
minerals and an ease of extraction (occurring literally at the earth’s surface in many instances) making 
an industrial revolution almost inevitable in these parts and to an intensity unparalleled elsewhere. 
 
The rocks in the Black Country are very diverse. They comprise huge amounts of coal ironstone and 
limestone which contain a rich and exceptionally well preserved host of unique fossils (Wrens Nest 
National Nature Reserve, for example). Man’s contribution has been the myriad of scientific and 
engineering achievements related to the rocks including the drafting of the world’s first geological map 
(Castle Hill 1665), The world’s first working mines drainage engine (Newcomen Engine at Conygrea 
1712) and many more.  
 
The recognition of the Black Country’s global heritage value through formal international designation 
has never happened before. But that may be set to change as the Black Country is putting together a 
European and Global Geopark application that will be submitted later this year. 
 
A ‘Geopark’ is a territory with geological heritage of International significance and a sustainable 
development strategy with a strong management structure.  In the case of the Black Country, the 
erritory will be the boundary of the three metropolitan boroughs (Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall) and the 
City of Wolverhampton. All operate development control under the umbrella of the Black Country Core 
Strategy and have local planning controls and guidance including, (for Dudley and Walsall) an adopted 
Nature Conservation SDP which has specific guidance for geological heritage. Priorities for the 
geological heritage are set out in the Black Country Geodiversity Action Plan which is drawn up by the 
four authorities plus additional partners including The Black Country Consortium, Natural England, The 
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country and the British Geological Survey. 
 
There are currently 43 Geoparks within Europe and a total of 109 in the World. Of those, the seven 
‘Geoparks’ in the UK are The North Pennines and Torbay in England, The Brecon Beacons and 
Anglesey in Wales, The North West Highlands and Shetland in Scotland, and Marble Arch Caves in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
The ‘Geoparks Network Charter’ is focused on respecting, protecting, promoting and researching the 
geological heritage of its member territories and requires sharing of experience and knowledge.  It 
expects this heritage to be celebrated in its territories, to engage all who live and work there and with 
education at all levels. 
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Acceptance into the elite global group of geological territories is an ideal vehicle to raise awareness and 
respect for the uniqueness of places such as the Black Country.  The ‘Global Geopark’ badge makes a 
bold statement that you are in a very special landscape and have an international reputation for 
excellence.  This, at the very least, should create greater awareness and curiosity about the area and 
grab media attention.  It should also alert businesses to opportunities that were unchampioned 
previously.  In doing this, perceptions will change and the regional visitor economy will get a boost.  
Formal international recognition helps with funding applications and then perhaps, better, more 
interesting regeneration will occur with longer lasting benefits.  
 
There are good examples from across the UK.  The English Riviera in the 4 years since becoming a 
Geopark has received £5.4 million direct investment into its geological heritage as a result of the 
Geopark brand.  The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark in Northern Ireland has also received 3.2 
million euros in European funding on the back of its Geopark badge and is hosting the G8 summit this 
year.  There are multiple spin-off benefits across all Geoparks, ranging from growing community self-
esteem, increasing environmental awareness, adding value to the features within the territories and 
creating new infrastructure including visitor centres; for example the North Pennines have created a 
host of new tourism products, linked attractions and amenities in new initiatives.  
 
Looking to the future, the Black Country is putting together its application dossier which will be sent in 
to the European Geoparks Network between 1st October and 1st December 2013.  A provisional 
response will be given from the network in early 2014.  If that is favourable, a delegation of scrutineers 
will visit the Black Country in the late spring/early summer of 2014.  The Black Country’s case will then 
be presented to the full network at their annual conference in the autumn of 2015 at which point The 
Black Country will hopefully become the next ‘Global Geopark’.  Watch this space.’  
 
Graham Worton, Keeper of Geology & Manager of Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, May 2013 
 
 


